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Welcome New
Board Members

We would like to welcome two new board 
members: Paul Simmons and Neal Slatta. 
You may know Paul from the City of Cheney 
Parks and Recreation department. 

Neal’s photos appear on our new FOT Face-
book page. Neal is also our Facebook Coor-
dinator. Please check out our Facebook page 
- friendsofturnbull. Lots of information and 
photos...looks great!

 Enjoy spring by experiencing and learning 
about the exceptional wildlife, habitats, and ge-
ology of the unique Channeled Scablands land-
scape. 
  On May 19th from 8 am to 3 pm Turnbull 
National Wildlife Refuge, in partnership with 
numerous organizations/agencies, is offering 
a free Spring nature festival with activities for 
families and individuals of all ages.  
 Take a walk on the wild side and discover 
birds, wildflowers, insects, other wildlife, and 
catch a glimpse of remnants of the ice age floods 
that created the diverse Scablands habitat. 
 Nature hikes, tours, kids activities, and in-
formational booths provided by a number of 
organizations will make for a wonderful spring 
day outdoors in this remarkable environment.  
 For more information please see the refuge 
web page at http://www.fws.gov/turnbull/cur-
rentevents.html.  Some activities require reser-
vations. 

Floods, Flowers,  and Feathers 
Turnbull Spring Nature Festival
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Directors:
Louise O’Leary .............. looeezoleary@netscape.net
Peter Porter ..................... drpporter@yahoo.com
Robert Quinn ................. rquinn@mail.ewu.edu
Paul Simmons ................ psimmons@cityofcheney.org,
Neal Slatta ...................... slatta.backup@gmail.com

President: Joanne Powell ... jopowell39@aol.com
Treasurer: Robert Liepold .rliepold@aol.com
Secretary: Linda Long... .... lindakl@centurytel.net

If you would like to receive your newsletter through 
your email, please let us know. It not only saves 
paper but you can enjoy all the pictures in living 
color! Email jcorder@hughes.net.

Membership: Just a reminder to renew your mem-
bership. We depend on your support to continue our 
important work with the Environmental Education 
program at Turnbull.

Visit our great website!
www.fotnwr.org

Friends of Turnbull Bookstore 
and Gift Shop Report

                                                                    Marian Frobe 

Our final figures for 2011 showed a net profit of 
$1109.88 after sales from the Winter Festival were 
added in.  It was not our best year, but not our worst, 
either.  Sales were somewhat unpredictable as to what 
people wanted to buy.  The economy may have had 
something to do with it.

As I’m looking at the calendar, it won’t be that long 
before the Store opens for 2012.  We plan on open-
ing the weekend of March 31st and April 1st.  We will 
not be open Easter weekend due to some demolition 
work April 7th and 8th. We may also have to be closed 
April 14th and 15th due to exhibit construction in the 
vestibule. The Board approved the list of new books I 
would like to try, so I will order these in March along 
with our regular reorders.  There will be new books 
on bats, dragonflies, and butterflies, plus some new 
children’s books—The Wild Life of Elk, Welcome to 
the World of Moose, and Peterson Field Guide Color-
In Books.  I have put a few of our older titles on sale as 
they never sold well.

We hope you get to visit the Store this season.   If you 
are interested in volunteering for the Store, please call 
MaryJane Booth at 235-4466 or me, Marian Frobe, at 
328-0621 or at rrfrobe@msn.com. 

Auction Items

One of the most popular type of auction item 
is the gift basket. If you have friends in business 
who might donate a gift certificate as part of a 
themed basket we’d love to hear from you. In the 
past we created a gardening basket, birding bas-
ket, day-at-the-spa basket -  and some members 
have created their own baskets to donate. Small-
er items for our raffle are always needed. We are 
happy to pick up and store any donations. Just 
let us know. Thanks for your help!

Joanne at 509-999-2090 or Louise at 235-4531. 
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Friends of Turnbull Activities 2012

April 21  Saturday  Earth Day downtown Spokane 
Come to our booth at the downtown Spokane celebra-
tion of EARTH DAY.  The kids can make animal tracks.  
It is always informative and a lot of fun.

April 22 Sunday Friends of Turnbull Auction
April 22 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  United Church of Christ, 
Cheney.  6th St. and Oakland (1 mile west of Betz). See 
Page 4.

May 5 Saturday Rich Leon photo walk
May 5th 9:30 am Join Rich Leon a local nature photog-
rapher for a free photography program and nature walk. 
Please bring a lunch. Rich is the author of the book Na-
ture Exploring in Eastern Washington and North Idaho 
and the co-author of the Spokane Trail Guides.  For 
more information you can contact him at richleonpho-
tos@aol.com.

May 12  Saturday Spring Planting Day
See Page 5

May 19  Saturday Flowers, Floods, and Feathers 
– Turnbull Spring Nature Festival. See front page.

May 26  Saturday Bird Walk - Marian Frobe
Saturday, May 26th  Join us for a walk around the Pine 
Lakes and Headquarters Pond areas to look for and lis-
ten to the spring migrants, as well as singing resident 
birds.  Everyone is in their breeding plumage now.  The 
walk is usually from 8 a.m. to 11 or 12.  Call Marian 
Frobe at 328-0621 to register for the walk and get direc-
tions.  Bring water, binoculars and lunch in case you 
want to extend your stay.

May 27  Sunday Flower walk - Silvia Eberspech-
er, Native Plant Society
Late May is prime time for some of the loveliest wild-
flowers at Turnbull. Join NE WNPS (link to URL http://
www.nechapterwnps.org) long-time member Sylvia 
for a leisurely 2-hour walk to learn about some of the 
wildflowers, trees and shrubs.  She will point out dis-
tinguishing features of common plants that can be con-
fused with each other, and share a few stories of how 
some plants got their names. A former Master Gardener 

and garden center employee, Sylvia will point out some 
native plants that grow well in urban gardens. Although 
scientific plant names will be given, you don’t need to 
know Latin or memorize botany terms to enjoy this trip. 
Sylvia will bring her favorite identification books and 
explain what is particularly good about each one, from 
beginner to advanced. Costco muffins and bottled wa-
ter are provided. Here is a plant list: http://www.wnps.
org/plant_lists/counties/spokane/documents/Turnbull-
NWR.doc.  Call Louise OLeary at (509)235-4531 or 
email at looeezoleery@netscape.net for further infor-
mation and reservation.

June 2 Saturday Butterfly walk and talk - John 
Baumann
June 2nd  9:00am  John Baumann made 19 visits into 
the refuge backcountry over the course of two sum-
mers, 2010-2011, to take an informal survey of the but-
terfly species living there.   Join us for a short power 
point presentation in the morning at the refuge head-
quarters, followed by a walk to some of the public areas 
he surveyed so that you can see some of the butterflies 
that make their home at Turnbull. Please bring a sack 
lunch and plenty of water so that you can spend most of 
the day with us.

June 10 Saturday   Rich Leon photo walk
June 10th  9:30 am. Join Rich Leon a local nature pho-
tographer for a free photography program and nature 
walk. Please bring a lunch. Rich is the author of the 
book Nature Exploring in Eastern Washington and 
North Idaho and the co-author of the Spokane Trail 
Guides.  For more information you can contact him at 
richleonphotos@aol.com.
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AUCTION ITALIANO
FRIENDS OF TURNBULL N.W.R

ANNUAL SPRING AUCTION
April 22, 2012

1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
United Church of Christ, Cheney

6th St. and Oakland
(1 mile west of Betz)

A great spaghetti feed for the whole family. 
Tickets $15 each - children under 12 free!

Auction items large and small.
Both live and silent auctions
with something for everyone.

For more information or 
for ticket sales call Joanne 
at 999-2090 or Louise at 
235-4531

Spring 2012
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News from Washington

 Speaking to the White House Conference on Con-
servation on March 2, President Obama quoted the great 
conservation thinker Aldo Leopold that conservation is 
a “positive exercise of skill and insight, not merely a 
negative exercise of abstinence and caution.” Being a 
great admirer of Leopold, I nonetheless couldn’t place 
the quote, so I did a little research and found a 1939 es-
say, “The Farmer as a Conservationist.” The essay holds 
insights on this 109th birthday of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System.
 “Our present skill in the care of mechanical engines 
did not arise from fear lest they fail to do their work,” 
Leopold wrote. “Rather was it born of curiosity and un-
derstanding. Prudence never kindled a fire in the human 
mind; I have no hope for conservation born of fear.”
 The Refuge System was birthed by generations of 
leaders who had no fear. 
 We all know the story of Paul Kroegel and the con-
cern about market hunting that led him to alert scien-
tists who got the ear of a president. Paul Kroegel had 
no fear. Neither did J. Clark Salyer, a former chief of 
the Refuge System, renowned for traveling the coun-
try in a beat-up station wagon and helping to establish 
more wildlife refuges than anyone else in that position. 
More wildlife refuges were established in the depressed 
decade of the 1930s than in any single period of the 
nation’s history. A wrecked economy produced no fear 
among conservationists.
 We today are faced with the challenges of constrict-
ing budgets for conservation, climate change that is 
radically altering the face of our natural systems, and 
a generation of young people less connected to the land 
than ever before.
 Those are challenges, not reasons to fear. With our 
Conserving the Future vision and the skills the Refuge 
System has honed for more than 100 years, we have 
every reason to believe we can make great strides for 
conservation, each of us becoming a conservation giant 
– and taking along on that journey all those we touch. 

Happy Birthday to the Refuge System  I want to leave you with another thought from “The 
Farmer as a Conservationist”: “There is also drama in 
every bush, if you can see it. When enough men know 
this, we need fear no indifference to the welfare of 
bushes, or birds, or soil, or trees. We shall then have no 
need of word conservation, for we shall have the thing 
itself.” 
 Let’s together advance Leopold’s dream as the Ref-
uge System celebrates another year. 

Jin Kurth, Chief
National Wildlife Refuge System

Did You Know ... 

… that Aroostook National Wildlife Refuge in Maine 
is located on part of the former Loring Air Force Base, 
which played a key role in the Cold War with the Soviet 
Union? The U.S. Strategic Air Command (SAC) was 
stationed at the base from 1950 to 1994, flying long-
range bombers capable of delivering nuclear weapons. 
Caribou Air Station in a corner of the site was a top-
secret, self-contained base.
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Celebrate International Migratory Bird Day! 
 

                     
Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge and Spokane Audubon Society will host a community work 
party on Saturday, May 12, 2012. This is part of an on going community effort to restore native 
riparian habitat to benefit birds and other wildlife species. We have hundreds of native saplings to 
plant and fencing to erect to protect the trees from deer, elk and moose browsing.  
Everyone is welcome! 
 

Attention Groups: Please call in advance to register.  It helps us in our planning if we know 
how many are coming. The Refuge will also host a “potluck” lunch. Discovery Group will provide 
hamburgers.  Please feel free to bring your favorite dish.  Ask for Sandy (509) 235-4723 ext. 228. 

 
Planting Time:  9 am to 12 p.m.  
 
When: Saturday, May 12, 2012       
 
Lunch: Potluck 12 p.m.  
 

Where: Turnbull NWR Headquarters, 5 miles south of Cheney on Cheney-Plaza Road: turn 
left on Smith Road and drive 2 miles on gravel road to headquarters. 
 

Clothing: Long-sleeved shirt, work pants, gloves, sturdy boots or shoes. 
 

Equipment: (If you can) shovels and pliers.  

 

with a Community Work Day 
at Turnbull National  

Wildlife Refuge! 

Spring 2012
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Refuge Happenings
by Sandy Rancourt

Volunteer Program

Riparian Restoration

Community Planting Event

Since I only briefly touched on our fall community 
planting event in the last newsletter article, I thought 
I would elaborate more on who contributed and our 
accomplishments that day. One hundred volunteers 
participated to help us celebrate National Wildlife 
Refuge Week. Volunteers from Spokane Audubon 
Society, Veterans Conservation Association, EWU Phi 
Delta Theta, EWU Circle K, Friends of Turnbull, SCC 
Natural Resources, Asia University America Program, 
EWU’s Biology Dept., Washington State Associa-
tion of Veterinary Technicians, Sierra Club Inner City 
Outings, BSA, West Central Community Center, REI, 
Discovery Group, and many individuals participated. 
Volunteers and staff planted over 100 native trees and 
shrubs, placed cages around individual trees, weeded 
and watered saplings, and erected 400 ft. of protective 
fencing. Thanks to all our partners and volunteers who 
assisted staff with the day’s events. Our restoration site 
is so nice now that it has even attracted our local bea-
vers that have their own idea for managing the system.

EWU Asia University America Program has been par-
ticipating in our community plantings for the past cou-
ple of years.  (SR)

Volunteer and Partners Banquet

In November, Turnbull held a banquet at Mukogawa 
Fort Wright Institute in Spokane to honor our volun-
teers and partners.  It had been awhile since our last 
event so we had quite the turnout.  Nearly 150 vol-
unteers and partners attended.  The food was good, 
the company was great. Volunteers and partners also 
received a hat with a redhead design, based on a photo 
provided by photographer Tom Munson, and National 
Wildlife Refuge System tote bags. After talks provided 
by the Project and Deputy Project Leaders, volunteers 
and partners were shown a Power Point presenta-
tion highlighting their accomplishments. The Refuge 
Biologist and I gave individual recognition to several 
long term refuge volunteers for all their assistance 
with our programs throughout the years. All in all it 
was a wonderful day and everyone reported having a 
great time.

Eagle Scout Bluebird Nest Box Project

Eagle Scout candidate Michael Lubina from BSA 
Troop 481 greatly assisted us by building bluebird 
boxes for Turnbull and FOT.  Michael coordinated 
with fellow scouts to build 29 bluebird boxes.  Twenty 
nine boxes is a very impressive number especially 
considering the fine craftsmanship that went into the 
boxes.  Michael finished his project quickly and the 
end product was exceptional.  Our Friends group has 
already given out several of the boxes during special 
events, and we will also be using his boxes this spring 
when the bluebirds arrive.

Michael Lubina working on a draft for his project (SR)
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Barn Owl Nest Box Project

Master Hunters Sid Harty and his son Justin spent the 
day removing the barn owl boxes distributed through-
out the refuge.  The boxes were very old and dilapidated 
and becoming unsightly. They were also not being used 
by owls.  The father and son team did a great job on this 
project.

~Fond Farewell and All Our Thanks~

The Bowens

Recently, Virgil and Priscilla Bowen announced that 
they are unable to volunteer any more for the refuge. It 
is with great sadness to see their departure so much so 

that I have struggled 
with the thought 
of recruiting for 
new Visitor Service 
Volunteers. During 
their time with us, 
Virgil and Priscilla 
have contributed over 
7,000 hours of volun-
teer service each.

I wanted to share 
with you a little of 
their story since they 
have been with us. 
Since 1999, Virgil 
Bowen has been 
volunteering at the 
Refuge and his wife 

Priscilla came on board one year later. Virgil and Pris-
cilla were the refuge’s resident care takers and Visitor 
Services Volunteers. As resident caretakers they have 
done the tasks that no one else wanted to including 
cleaning the public restrooms and vault toilets. I want 
to add that I never asked them to do this work, they 
volunteered! They did this job so well that when they 
were away, there was a noticeable difference. They 
have spent a good deal of time providing information 
to the public during and after work hours and on the 
weekends including opening the classroom after hours 
for the public to view the museum. They have staffed 
refuge booths at fairs, answered phones, and kept the 
brochures stocked at the kiosks. Last year, and also 

for 2 weeks in May of the previous year, Virgil and 
Priscilla helped us with a National Public Use Survey. 
The Bowens collected contact information from refuge 
visitors willing to participate in the survey. Staff from 
USGS conducting the national survey informed us that 
Turnbull had one of the highest compliance rates, and 
this was due to their efforts. 

Virgil has done an excellent job as grounds keeper. 
In addition to maintaining the lawn and grounds at 
headquarters, he hauled garbage, recycled, monitored 
a bluebird trail, and participated in our semiannual 
community planting events. He procured donations 
for those events which we greatly appreciated. He also 
possesses a very charming sense of humor.

When Priscilla was the coordinator of undergradu-
ate services at EWU, she regularly talked to students 
about the Refuge. Priscilla collected and counted the 
entrance fees and provided a summary of visitor num-
bers at the end of the year. Priscilla also helped staff 
the Refuge’s Friends bookstore. Priscilla, a talented 
seamstress, completed a bluebird costume for our Now 
You See It Winter Outreach Program. She spent many 
hours working on this costume. The kids love it when 
the bluebird visits their classroom. 

Virgil and Priscilla have been invaluable Friends and 
assets to the Refuge. They are a wonderful couple, and 
I will always cherish my time with them. We can never 
thank them enough. 

Spring 2012

 Virgil was always willing to 
lend a helping hand! (sr)

Priscilla Bowen and Molly Zammit (sr) 
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Discovery School

We had some additional disappointing news when we 
learned of Discovery School’s closure. We formed a 
partnership with the School in 2003 and had 8 won-
derful years with them until the school was forced to 
close last year due to economic reasons. During this 
time we accomplished a multitude of cooperative proj-
ects with the school.

In 2003, we offered the School a section of stream to 
monitor, nurture, and study. They took this project on 
with enthusiasm and dedication. Teachers and students 
planted native trees in their assigned section of the 
stream reach, weeded, watered, and monitored the 
saplings and they incorporated the data into their class 
curriculum. The School also organized fund raisers 
for our annual spring community plantings in which 
over 100 volunteers participate.  With those funds, the 
School purchased burgers, hotdogs, and snacks for 
the events and Discovery teachers Molly Zammit and 
Nicole Simon have been there every year cooking the 
burgers and hotdogs for all those volunteers. Teachers 
and students from Discovery also assisted staff with 
the collection and propagation of hundreds of willow 
and dogwood cuttings and assisted in the development 
of a DVD about Turnbull’s Environmental Education 
field trip program.  Discovery School’s 2nd grade stu-
dents also adopted a refuge bluebird trail which they 
monitored annually during the spring. The data col-
lected was provided to Mike at the end of the breeding 
season. Discovery’s partnership with Turnbull earned 
them the prestigious Take Pride in America National 
Award in 2006.  We are currently working with the 
teachers from Discovery on a bird field guide focusing 
on birds found at Turnbull which we hope to publish 
soon.  Needless to say we had a great partnership 
with the School and our heartfelt thanks extend to the 
teachers and students for all their help with our pro-
grams throughout the years.

Biological Program

During the fall, EWU intern Rachel Rule and Biologi-
cal AmeriCorps member Sean Koester conducted 
invasive species surveys on over 200 acres of the 
refuge.  This survey is part of a program to system-
atically map invasive species on every acre of the 

refuge.  Volunteers and seasonal staff have mapped 
over 80% of the refuge.  Rachel has also assisted us 
with compiling past songbird banding data.  Although 
biological work is somewhat limited during the winter, 
we have been catching up on some necessary office 
work.  Sean has been busy entering last year’s survey 
data and some data from 2010 into the refuge database 
for analysis. Not always a fun job but very important.   
Sean has been getting out on occasion assisting with 
the winter outreach programs and helping with elk 
telemetry and collecting information on wetland water 
levels.  The elk telemetry work is a continuation of a 
study begun in 2009 to look at the impact the new elk 
hunt has on the distribution of elk and their impacts on 
aspen.  Several volunteers from Eastern Washington 
University, the Inland Northwest Wildlife Council, 
The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, and the Colum-
bia Plateau Wildlife Association have been assisting 
with this study.  Sean has also been assisting Savanah 
Walker, an EWU graduate student, set-up aspen plots 
to look at the effect of predator urine on deterring elk 
use of aspen.  

Environmental Education and Outreach

This past fall, EE Contractor, Kylie Gaard, and I have 
been providing training to the new AmeriCorps mem-
bers Erica Keene and Sean Koester on the Refuge’s 
Field Trip Program and the Winter Outreach Program. 
Several other long term refuge volunteers participated 
in the Field Trip training for a refresher course and a 
new recruit, EWU graduate student Clayton Hanson, 
also participated who is interested in an internship this 
spring. Kylie is also assisting with curriculum develop-
ment, and she always produces quality work.

Outreach

The Refuge and Friends group participated in several 
outreach events during the fall and winter including 
some new ones. We had an interactive booth at Camp 
Cowles, a large Cub Scout event held at Diamond Lake 
in the fall. This was a new outreach event for Turnbull. 
Over 900 scouts and family members participated. We 
had an aquatics table near the lake where scouts were 
able to catch and learn about aquatic invertebrates. We 
also had an information and touch table with critters to 
look at and activities to participate in. Lots of handouts 

Spring 2012
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were also provided. New AmeriCorps members Erica 
Keene and Sean Koester did a great job staffing the 
booth at this full day event. Another new event for the 
refuge was the Bee Informed seminar event at EWU 
sponsored by the West Plains Bee Keepers Associa-
tion. Mike Rule has been working with Dr. Justin Bas-
tow from Eastern and students from the entomology 
class on a pollinator monitoring study. We had a nice 
collection of butterflies provided by John Baumann 
and bees from Joe Engler, the regional pollinator coor-
dinator, to show at the event.  We also had some pretty 
dynamite pollinator posters as giveaways. Turnbull 
also participated in Sunrise Elementary Science Fair. 
This is an annual event for the refuge. Our interactive 
booth provided information, giveaways, and animal 
track games, and as usual our booth was very popular 
with the students. We also helped Friends of Turnbull 
with their annual winter festival. Quite a few people 
attended. A feast of chili and cornbread was provided 
for free for all. Mike provided 2 elk tours for the pub-
lic during the event. West Valley Outdoor Learning 
Center brought some beautiful raptors and gave a nice 
presentation. We provided our animal tracks corner 
for kids to make tracks out of Plaster-of-Paris with a 
holiday theme.

AmeriCorps member Erica Keene and EE Contractor 
Kylie Gaard at the Kids Corner (SR)

Environmental Education

Erica and other long term refuge volunteers have been 
kept very busy facilitating our Winter Outreach Pro-
grams for local schools. Although Erica does not have 
a strong biological background, her efforts are really 
shining through, and we are receiving great reviews 
from teachers. We offer 10, age-leveled presentations 

THANKS TO STORE VOLUNTEERS!
Marian Frobe

Thanks to all our store volunteers last year.  Some of 
you worked more than once a month, but even those 
of you who could only spare one weekend were still 
a great help to us.  MaryJane and I really appreciate 
those of you who were willing to fill in when it was  
difficult to find people with a free weekend. The fol-
lowing people worked for the Store during 2011 and 
deserve our recognition and gratitude:

Barbara Arnzen Pete & Ruth Hinz
John Barber Cathy Lauritsen
Kathy Barnard Denise Mutschler  
Helen Cook Joanne Powell
Nancy Curry Claire Quiel 
Geri Damrow Lizzie Riesenberg 
Sandy Domitrovich Jeremy&Katherine Ryf 
Ivy Green Richard & Sandra Sollie
Judy Hamel  Ken Swedberg
      
 Thanks for all your help this year and I look for-
ward to another year of everyone’s help in keeping 
the store open for the public.  We hope the new dis-
plays in the vestibule will help bring more custom-
ers to the store.  A special thanks goes to MaryJane 
Booth who does all the calling and coordinating.  
She is always on the lookout for new volunteers, as 
it is sometimes hard to find someone who is free to 
work on some weekends.  So if you would like to 
spend time at the refuge helping the Friends and the 
public, give MaryJane or myself a call.  See the Store 
News for contact numbers.

for schools covering a diversity of subjects. Since all 
our educational programs are offered for free, they are 
great options for those schools facing recent budget 
cuts and are unable to come to the refuge for a field 
trip. The Winter Outreach Program is also a great 
supplement for a future field trip visit. 
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Winter/Spring Wildlife Observations
by Mike Rule   

Spring 2012

Although our winter snowfall has been considerably below normal, the carryover of last year’s excellent re-
charge and recent snow and rain events are slowly bringing up water levels in refuge wetlands. We are expecting 
a near normal water conditions in refuge wetlands.

For several years we have been keeping track of first arrivals on the Refuge in the spring. We keep a list at the 
refuge office for visitors to enter their sightings. If you don't stop at the office during your visit, you can always 
email them to me at mike_rule@fws.gov, and I'll make sure they’re added to the list

A small group of trumpeter swans has been back on the refuge 
since late January. There has been a group of 4 seen regularly down 
on Cheever Lake and on occasion 5 others have joined them includ-
ing 2 adults with a juvenile. At least 6 of these are part of Solo’s last 
2 families. The pair and young are from another breeding popula-
tion likely in Canada

We started drawing down Cheever Lake this month in prepa-
ration for repairs on the dam this summer. It is nearly empty, 
but flows from local springs are keeping several areas shallow-
flooded. Recently over 3,000 mallards, northern pintail and 
American widgeon, our early spring migrants, have capitalized 
on the abundant food resources readily available in the shal-
lows. In addition, over 70 tundra swans have joined our small 
band of trumpeters. This area is best accessed from the trail that 
heads south of the refuge HQ by the classroom. Continue down 
the trail to the hill just before Cheever Dam. A short walk to the 
edge of the bluff gives a great view of the shallows. Be careful 
to stay next to the trees on the bluff as the birds will rapidly take 
flight if disturbed. 

The large drained wetlands on private land around 
the refuge are shallow-flooded and hosting large 
numbers of waterfowl as they begin to thaw. These 
numbers will only increase over the next month. The 
increase in waterfowl numbers has also resulted in 
sightings of a few bald eagles on the refuge in the 
past month. 

A belted kingfisher has been 
seen frequently flying up and 
down Pine Creek and perch-
ing on trees in our riparian 
restoration area.
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Friends of Turnbull NWR
P.O. Box 294
Cheney, WA 99004

The Friends of Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge, a 
nonprofit organization, supports the mandate of the 
refuge to protect and enhance wildlife and their habitats 
through education, research, habitat preservation and 
restoration.

Got email? Add it to your membership form for quick activity updates!
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